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Discovery and Optimization of a Trichloroacetamidine Scaffold as a
Novel Antibacterial against Multidrug-Resistant Staphylococcus
aureus
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Therapeutic strategies targeting ocular
vasculopathies: Current advances and
emerging challenges

14243

KEYNOTE (GREEN)

Julie Le Du ', Cyril Ronco

Julle Le Du completed her PhD in Professor Cyrl
Ronca’s gmup 3t the University Céte dAzur,
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Ocular vasculopathies, including neovascular age-related
macular degeneration (wet AMD), diabetic retinopathy,
retinal vein occlusion, and radiation maculopathy, are
major causes of vision loss driven by vascular endothelial
growth factor (VEGF)-mediated neovascularization. Anti-
VEGF therapies have transformed outcomes but face
limitations from resistance, variable response, frequent
injections, and adverse effects of broad VEGF blockade.
This review discusses emerging approaches, including
platelet-derived growth factor (PDGF), angiopoietin-2
(Ang-2), tyrosine kinase with immunoglobulin-like and
EGF-like domains 2 (Tie2), and integrin inhibitors, along-
side innovations in long-acting biologics, gene therapy,
and nanocarriers. Complementary strategies targeting
alternative angiogenic pathways, inflammation, hypoxia,
and neuroprotection might overcome resistance and pre-
serve retinal function. Together, these advances highlight
opportunities to optimize therapy and address unmet
needs in ocular vasculopathies.
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Roca Therapeutics secures first-ever EMA recognition of

Radiation M P y as distinct indi - and
Orphan Drug Designation
Lead clinical RCT002, y p therapy
to address both and in patients
experiencing vision loss after for uveal head and
neck or brain cancers, on track to enter first-in-human clinical trials in

2026

Nice, France, August 26, 2025 - Roca Therapeutics (Roca), a ploneer in non-invasive,
first-in-class therapies for severe ocular diseases, today announces the granting of Orphan
Drug Designation (ODD) by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) for its lead clinical
candidate, RCTDO02, in the treatment of Radiation Maculopathy. This regulatory milestone
is the result of Roca’s strategic and sustained efforts to elevate Radiation Maculopathy from
being viewed merely as a secondary medical complication to being formally recognized by
the EMA as a distinct and differentiated clinical indication.

Radiation is a retinal that arises from
exposure of the macular region to ionizing radiation. It commonly affects patients who
have undergone radiotherapy, not only for ocular or periocular tumors, but also for
malignancies of the head and neck or brain, where incidental radiation to the eye may
occur, For this indication, there is currently no approved standard of care and off-label
treatment remains the prevailing clinical practice, albeit with poor results.

Developed within two years from its proprietary platform, RCT002is a game-
changing first-in-class small molecule eye-drop. RCTOD2 has been rationally designed to
safely and concomitantly address resistant neovascularization, inflammation, fibrosis and
oxidative stress.

“Recognition of Radiation Maculopathy as a distinct indication marks a critical step forward
in patient care - enabling earlier diagnosis, targeted therapeutic development and
expanded access to ing vision loss after
radiotherapy for eye, head and neck or brain cancers,” said Zaki Sellam, executive
chairman of Roca Therapeutics. “This orphan designation also opens the door to
accelerated innovation and regulatory support, creating a clear pathway for investment in
a high-need, under-addressed therapeutic area.”

Roca is currently fundraising to support RCTO02's first-in-human clinical trial, an track to
commence in 202
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About RCT002

RCTO02 is a topically administered small-molecule drug candidate designed to target
CXCR2 and DRAK1, two key drivers of treatment resistance in retinal diseases. By
i y addressing an oxidative stress and chronic
macrophage-driven inflammation, RCT002 offers a novel, multi-mechanistic approach
distinct from existing anti-VEGF therapies. The development of RCTOD2 is supported by a
solid translational evidence pharmacological data package. Its lead indication is Radiation
Maculopathy (RM); secondary larger indications include Diabetic Macular Edema (DME) and
ather neavascular retinopathies.

About Roca Therapeutics
Co-founded from the ground up in 2021 by a team of academic innovators (Université Cite
d'Azur/CNRS/Inserm/IRCAN/ICN) and Landmark BioVentures AG - who led the corporate
and drug Roca company, is
pioneering non-invasive, first-in-class therapies for severe ocular diseases with high unmet
medical need.
Roca Therapeutics’ name was inspired by Monaco's "La Roca’ (The Rock), an iconic
landmark crowned by the Prince's Palace. This was proposed by one of the co-founders,
native to Menaco, to reflect both the company’s origins and its ambitious mission to combat
disease.
The company is developing topical small-molecule drugs based on a systems biology
approach, simultaneously targeting key i i as

i i chronic - hallmarks of
resistance to standard anti-VEGF therapies.
Roca has secured early-stage financial and strategic backing from the 38 Future Health
Fund. The company is also supported by a broad coalition of institutional partners, including
SATT Sud-Est, Bpifrance, Université Cite d'Azur, Eurobiomed, Incubateur PACA-Est,
Métropole Nice Cdte d'Azur, the Provence-Alpes-Céte d'Azur Regional Council and
European Regional Development Fund (FEDER). These strategic partnerships and financial
milestones reflect strong confidence in RCT002's potential to reshape the therapeutic
landscape in retinal diseases and position Roca as a frontrunner in ophthalmic innovation.
Wi, roca-therapeutics.org
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Roca Therapeutics se bat
CONTRE LE CANCER DE L'OEIL

Coup de cceur

La levée de fonds bouclée
par 1a startup nicoise lui
permettra de continuer
ses recherches pour lutter
contre le cancer de I'ceil.

Liaéd

Depuis plus e cix ans, auave hercheurs
nicois — deux biologistes, Masva Dufies et
Gilos Pagés de Fnsttu de recherche sur
le cancer et le visilissement de Nice
(IRCAN), st deux chimistes, Cyril Ronco et
Rachid Benhida de I'lnstitut de Chimie de
Nice (ICN), - travaillent pour comprendre
les mécanismes de résistance dans les car-
cers, plus précisément le mélanome uvéal
(de I'csl), rés agressif. De leurs travaux

claturer une levée de fonds - dont le mon-
tant reste confidentiel — qui leur permet de
poursuire leurs racherches pour transfor-
mer la RCTO01 en potentiel médicament.

Le produit
« Notre molécule est une sorte de torpil ne
chimique qui va toucher
rales, les vaisseatx sanguins et les mau-
vaises cellules du systeme immunitaire,
explique Maeva Dufies, cofondatrice et
ig de Roca Therapeutics. Le tour de
inancement d'amorgage mené par 38
Fonds Avenir Sante Il et fa SAl | Sud-Est
qui nous permet de valider notre candidat
médicament, de faire toutes les démons-
trations in vitro et in vivo, de mieux com-
prendre fe mécanisme d'action de notre
molécule. On avart [a theone, mamtenant,
on a fes premieres pites. » Le cancer de
I'oeil n'est pas le seul concerné parla
RCT001 : « Efle fonctionnera aussi sur
cewx de la téte, du cou et durein. »

L’investissement

Pas de chiffre d'affaires pour la biotech créée 3
Nice en avril 2021 «il 'y en aura pas avart
longtemps », confirme sa pdg et cofondatrice
car la commerdalisation du médicament issu
de la molécule n'est pas prévue

sieurs années. lefﬁmdeomﬁm
d'étre cloturée. Pour autant, les recherches de
RoaTher:pamsmuessem.Ammsa
création, « Nous avions été accompagnés par
Fincubsteur Paca £, soutenus fnancirement
par [Université Cote d’Azur. » En tout, la star-
tup a levé 3 ME grice aux différents finance-
ments privés et publics qu'l s'agisse d'une co-

auss enelaurexs d: concours ilab 2022 [qui
recompensent les projets de creaton d entre-
prises de technologies innovartes, ndir] et du
Programme d'i vnvesnssemsm davemr MA) 2
- quia
boration avec leCNRSdumsont xssusiesfm—
dateurs et dont elle exploite les brevets —
compte dowze collaborateurs.

Le défi

« Gelule ? Cachet 7 Nous allons devorr definir
le meilleur enrobage pour administrer le pro-
duit actif 3 lhomme, expique dingeante
qui, avec son équipe, l'avait déja déterminé
lors de I'étape prachnique. Nous avions dors
opee pour une solution fiquice. »

bjectif]
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et naoe e e oot o
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dinique chee les patients attents dun mélano-
me uvéal métastatique ainsi que chez ceux
souffrant d'un cancer du rem, de [ téte et du
cou metastatique. » Les resukisnesompis
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funding round.
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